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Tackling Translational Challenges
In recent years the World Pharma Congress has built its niche in effectively covering 
the latest preclinical strategies and technologies for driving better predictions early 
in the drug discovery process. This year the event will continue its coverage on novel 
preclinical models for tackling oncology and pain, while discussing ways to improve 
drug safety screening, formulations and drug delivery and process chemistry.

This year we intend to make “Tackling Translational Challenges” an underlying 
theme for all our presentations and discussions and solicit the participation of 
attendees and exhibitors involved in preclinical work to join forces in identifying 
what should be done EARLY to ensure success along the drug development 
pipeline. We invite all scientists- chemists, biologists, pharmacologists, toxicologists 
and formulation experts- to help turn this event into a collaborative forum where 
knowledge is shared, ideas exchanged and collaborations cemented. We hope 
you can join the World Pharma Congress community and help shape the future of 
preclinical work being done in the pharmaceutical/biotechnology industry.

Five Programs Dedicated to Preclinical Models in 
Oncology at World Pharma Congress 2014
Despite tremendous progress in our understanding of cancer biology, most novel 
anticancer therapies fail in Phase III clinical trials. Can we break this paradigm with 
more predictive preclinical studies? Join pharmaceutical, biotech and academic 
stakeholders May 21-23 in Boston, for interactive sessions, panel discussions 
and short courses all geared toward providing opportunities for active networking 
and collaborating, while gaining strategic insights into solutions for increasing the 
reproducibility and predictability of preclinical cancer studies.
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Keynote Speaker:

Catalyzing Translational Innovation
Christopher P. Austin, M.D. 
Director, National Center for  
Advancing Translational Sciences, 
National Institutes of Health

The multi-stage and multifaceted translational spectrum is poorly understood, 
and the current research ecosystem is operationally not well suited to the 
distinct needs of translation. As a result, biomedical science is in an era of 
unprecedented accomplishment without a concomitant improvement in 
meaningful health outcomes, and this is creating pressures that extend from 
the scientific to the societal and political. To meet the opportunities and needs 
of translational science, NCATS was created as NIH’s newest component 
in December 2011, via a concatenation of extant NIH programs previously 
resident in other components of NIH. NCATS focuses on disease-agnostic 
issues by acting as a catalyst and bringing together the collaborative teams 
necessary to develop new technologies and paradigms to improve the 
efficiency and effectiveness of the translational process. This talk will focus 
on several programs in the NCATS portfolio that are proving to be successful 
new models in navigating the translational landscape. The presentation will 
highlight systems toxicology and preclinical development efforts with a focus 
on the Tissue Chips for Drug Screening Program and the Tox21 Consortium.

- Animal Models of Pain: Progress and Challenges
- Introduction to Drug Metabolism and Its Role in Drug Toxicity

Keynote Speaker: Catalyzing Translational Innovation
Christopher P. Austin, M.D. Director, National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences National Institutes of Health

- Nanotechnology for Enhancing Bioavailability of Poorly Soluble Drugs
- Metastatic Tumor Models: Technology and Applications
- Safety Testing for Biological Drugs and Vaccines

- How To Best Utilize Organotypic 3D Cell Cultures Assays in Oncology

- Computational Modeling of Cancer Genomics- Refining API Process Development for Efficiency
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